Request for Recurring Funding for Domestic Violence Programs
By the South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault

Recent media attention has focused South Carolina on the scope of its domestic violence problem. The Centers
for Disease Control estimates that that 41.5% of South Carolina women have experienced one of the intersecting
crimes of physical violence, rape and/or stalking compared to the US average of 35% (CDC, 2011). While the rate of
women murdered by men has decreased nationally, our state’s rate remains stubbornly high. In 2013, the last year for
which data is available, 57 women were killed by men in single victim/single offender incidents in South Carolina; a
rate of 2.32 per 100,000, over twice the national average. Demand for emergency shelter and community support
services for survivors is high. In FY 2014-2015, SCCADVASA’s member organizations provided residential shelter to
2796 clients seeking services for the first time. Around 45% of this number were children and children aged 0-6 make
up the largest population served in shelter. Crisis lines that operate 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, provide a life line
that connected 16,618 individuals with the trauma-informed services they needed, from legal and medical advocacy
to counseling, to transportation. These agencies are a vital partner in the community response to domestic violence
and a valuable resource to communities striving to achieve positive outcomes for all their citizens far more than the
traditional perception of shelter.

The legislature’s appropriation of $500,000 to support domestic violence services across the state in FY2015-2016
provided an essential investment in this work. We are requesting that the level of funding provided be increased to
$1.6 million for FY2016 and that it become a recurring line item in the budget to demonstrate the state’s commitment
to the long term sustainability of domestic violence intervention and prevention services. Each of these organizations
has developed to meet the unique needs of the communities it serves and the scope of services will be influenced in
part by the local resources and partnerships available. It is also important to remember that agencies have additional
costs beyond the programmatic costs of direct service. Administrative and facility costs that provide for stability and
accountability in the provision of services are essential expenditures that are often unsupported by direct purpose
grant awards; this state appropriate can provide crucial sustaining support in these areas and provide the ability for
organizations to leverage federal and local fundraising efforts.

Why are these funds needed?
e 1119 children aged 12 and under stayed in emergency shelter with their mothers
o 319% of shelter clients returned one or more times—leaving an abusive relationship is often a process
rather than a one-time event and is complicated by concerns about safety, financial instability,
transportation and many other factors.
e 939, of clients who completed an outcome survey reported that they increased their knowledge of
strategies for enhancing their safety.

Our state is in the process of changing and improving its response to domestic violence. As this continues, survivors
are more likely to come forward and ask for assistance. This fundingis a critical component of the agencies’ ability to
provide survivors with the services they and their children need to heal and move forward to live their lives in safety.

We respectfully ask that the non-recurring funds which were allocated to the Coalition and it domestic violence
member organizations in FY 2014-2015 become recurring line item to enable these organizations to sustain and
expand trauma-informed services to victims and their families in line with the recommendations of the Governor’s
Task Force on Domestic Violence and best practices within the field of prevention and intervention.

For more information, please contact Sara Barber, Executive Director, South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault, 803-256-2900, executivedirector@sccadvasa.org
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Request for Increased Recurring Funding for Rape Crisis Centers
~ South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault
“You saved her life as well as mine... you gave her the will to live.”
~ Mother speaking about her daughter, who received services from a rape crisis center

The Centers for Disease Control estimates that 1 in 5 women and 1 in 71 men have been raped in their lifetime
(CDC, 2011). In South Carolina, the sexual assault rate has exceeded the national rate since 1982 (SLED, 2008). This
means that we all know someone who has been raped. Thankfully, every county in South Carolina is served by a rape
crisis center that provides critical services to victims and their loved ones. These centers are struggling more than
ever to meet the increasing need for their services and leverage state contracts with private fundraising efforts and
federal funding to meet the need in their communities. In 2014, the fifteen rape crisis centers reported serving 5538
individual (unduplicated) victims and survivors who were seeking services for the first time. Annually, these agencies
provide services to more than 8,000 victims of sexual assault, a significant percentage of whom are children.

The reinstatement of funding to 2008 levels in 2014 & slight increase in 2015 has provided essential support. We
request that this level of funding this be increased to $2.4 million for FY 2016-2017. These funds will help rape crisis
centers maintain and increase the availability of critical services, especially in rural areas, that otherwise would not be
covered. Historically, these funds do not come to SCCADVASA, but rather go directly from DHEC to the 15 rape crisis
centers across our state, to provide advocacy and supportive services to victims and their families. If there is an
increase in appropriated funds we request that SCCADVASA receive a portion help support its provision of technical
assistance, training and planning to support these agencies in developing and maintaining best practices consistent
with research-based national trends in intervention and prevention.

Why are these funds needed?
e Sexual Trauma Services of the Midlands (STSM) served a total of 1996 survivors of sexual violence in FY
2014-15, an increase of 9% from 2013.
 Foothills Alliance (Anderson and Oconee) served 890 clients in FY 2014-2015, with over 50% of their

new clients being aged 11 or under
* Hope Haven (Beaufort, Hampton, Colleton & Jasper) served 1284 new victims of sexual assault in 2014.
Over 25% of these clients had been victims of both sexual assault and domestic violence.

As media attention and community awareness increases, survivors are more likely to come forward and ask for
assistance. This funding is a critical component of the agencies’ ability to provide survivors with the services they
need to heal and support the administrative accountability of agencies dependent on federal grant funding for large
portions of their budget.

In addition to providing supportive and healing services to victims of sexual assault, these programs provide primary
prevention education, aimed at stopping sexual violence before it starts. SCCADVASA and its member organizations
are working with the Department of Education and local school districts to implement Erin’s Law in a manner
consistent with data-informed educational approaches while ensuring that students who disclose abuse are connected
with the resources most equipped to help them. Prevention work is cost-saving work. A study conducted by Hope
Haven and Darkness to Light revealed that the direct and immediate cost of child sexual abuse each year is $2.7
million, in the Lowcountry alone.

We respectfully ask that the recurring funds which were allocated to the rape crisis centers in 2015 be increased to
$2.4 million to allow these organizations to sustain and expand needed services to victims and their families in rural
communities, in schools, and all across our state.

For more information, please contact Sara Barber, Executive Director, South Carolina Coalition Against Domestic
Violence and Sexual Assault, 803-256-2900, executivedirector@sccadvasa.org
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